COUNSELOR’S CORNER
THORNDALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

January, 2012

Greetings from the Elementary Campus Guidance Office.  We have been  busy already this semester administering the Mid-Year TPRI (Texas required reading assessment) to each of our kindergarten, first and second grade students.   Each student is tested individually in a one-on-one setting. Results are used to chart a student’s progress since the beginning of the year and identifies specific areas that need to be targeted for improvement.  

Our upper level students are hard at work preparing for the STAAR (State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness). This is the instrument that took the place of the TAKS that was given to our students in the past few years. 
Thie testing schedule for this year is as follows:

March 27	4th grade Writing – Day 1
		5th grade Math

March 28	4th grade Writing – Day 2
		5th grade Reading		


April 24	3rd and 4th grade Math
April 25	3rd and 4th grade Reading
April 26	5th grade Science

Students who are absent on the scheduled day of testing in Reading and Math will be allowed to take the test if they return to school within that testing week.  There is no make-up for the 4th grade Writing  or the 5th grade Science.  

We encourage you to talk with your student and stress the importance of doing his/her best on these tests.   I will also be in the classrooms prior to the testing dates to discuss good test- taking skills and share tools to use to feel well- prepared for the test. Some of these include getting the proper rest and eating well before test day as well as practicing some relaxation exercises to lessen any test anxiety they may have. 

We always welcome the opportunity to answer any your questions or discuss any concerns that you may have.  I may be reached at 512-898-5032.


Diane Fishero
Elementary Counselor



 STAAR – The Next Generation 
A new testing journey begins with the launch of the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness or STAAR™ in the 2011–2012 school year. The standardized testing program includes tests for students in grades 3–12. 
The new rigorous program will focus on readiness for success in subsequent grades and courses and, ultimately, for college and career. 
What is STAAR? 
STAAR is the state’s student testing program. Over the course of their public school career, students will be tested in the core subject areas–reading, writing, mathematics, science, and social studies. The number of tests taken each year will vary from two to four, depending on the grade level. 
The STAAR tests for elementary and middle school grades will cover the same subjects and grades as the previous testing program, the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS). At the high school level, 12 (EOC) assessments will replace grade-specific tests. 
How does STAAR differ from TAKS? 
The STAAR will be more rigorous than previous state tests. It will contain more test questions at most grade levels. The majority of new STAAR assessments will test material students studied that year. In contrast, TAKS high-school level tests were required by law to test content studied over multiple years. 
Also, for the first time since the state began its standardized testing program, the tests will have a time limit. Unless a student is eligible for an accommodation, each student will have four hours to complete each assessment. 
What’s different about the high school testing program? 
The changes in the testing program are most apparent at the high school level. Under the TAKS program, students took two tests in ninth grade and four tests in both 10th and 11th grade. A student was required to pass the four exit-level tests given at 11th grade in order to graduate. 
This system will be replaced with 12 EOC assessments, which students will take whenever they take the corresponding course. The STAAR EOC scores will account for 15 percent of a student’s final grade in the associated course. 
What tests must you take in high school? 
Students entering the ninth grade in the 2011–2012 school year will be the first class required to take STAAR EOC assessments. 
The 12 EOC assessments are: 
• English I, English II, English III 
• Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II 
• Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
• World Geography, World History, and U.S. History 


